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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Mr. Chair,  

Representatives of ROSATOM,  

Diplomats,  

Distinguished Guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

          Assalamu Alaikum and Good morning, everyone.  

 

It is my privilege to be present here at the International Conference on the successful 

utilization of nuclear power for the socio-economic development of Bangladesh. I warmly welcome 

the participants of the seminar that jointly organized by the Ministry of Science and Technology of 

Bangladesh and the Nuclear Energy State Corporation - ROSATOM of the Russian Federation.  

Russia has been our real friend. The Government and the people of the former Soviet 

Union during our Liberation War in 1971 stood by us. They inspired and helped us to fight against 

the occupation forces.  

The greatest Bangalee of all time, the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 

Rahman immediately after the independence started massive rehabilitation work. Russia then 

participated in our endeavors. They made the Chittagong and Mongla Port operational by clearing 

the planted mines and debris therein. They repaired the power stations in Ashuganj. They helped 

us in the reconstruction of the damaged bridges and others infrastructure. I recall their 

contribution with deep gratitude.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Electricity is an important component of the socio-economic development of the country. 

We thus have been giving priority to increasing electricity production since the formation of the 

Government in January of 2009. We have also attracted local and foreign investment in this 

sector.  

During the period 55 power stations with a total production capacity of 3,870 MW have 

been constructed. The country's generation capacity has been increased to 8,537 MW. 32 power 

stations are under construction. Another 6,344 MW of electricity would be added to the grid from 

these plants. Besides, tenders for constructing 21 more plants will be floated soon.  

We are appreciating the initiatives for renewable energy production and providing 

incentives to the suppliers and users. It helped ensure the supply of electricity at the remote 

areas of the country.  



We have given electricity connections to 3 million new subscribers. 60 percent people of 

the country have come under electricity network. We want to reach electricity to every village. In 

achieving the target, we have taken medium and long term plan for increasing electricity 

production. As part of the plan, we have decided to construct nuclear power plant.  

We signed an agreement with Russia to build the country's first ever nuclear power plant 

in Rooppur of Pabna with a total production capacity of 2,000 MW in two units. Russia has a vast 

experience, expertise and modern technology in setting up of nuclear power plant. We utilizing 

their technology and expertise have initiated to produce safe nuclear power.   

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

For embarking on a nuclear power program, our Government has given top priority to 

develop an appropriate nuclear infrastructure based on the IAEA Safety Standards and other 

relevant guidance as well as international good practices. We have promulgated Bangladesh 

Atomic Energy Regulatory Act, 2012 to strengthen national nuclear regulatory infrastructure to 

ensure safe and secured applications of nuclear techniques. An independent nuclear regulatory 

authority called Bangladesh Atomic Energy Regulatory Authority has been formed. The 

organization has been working with the close cooperation of ROSATOM and IAEA.  

The geographical location of Bangladesh and adverse impacts of climate change on the 

land have been compelling us to face frequent climatic events. We are focusing on this issue and 

make sure the full proof safety of the nuclear power plant. We will never compromise on the 

safety issues. During our bilateral consultation, I requested the Honorable President of Russian 

Federation Mr. Vladimir Putin for providing us the safest and the latest reactors. He assured me in 

this regard.  

Development of competent manpower for the management of radioactive waste and spent 

fuel and emergency preparedness to any accidents is imperative to nuclear power production. 

Russia will provide us technical support to developing local manpower for the operation and 

maintenance of the nuclear power plant. Russia has also agreed to take spent fuel of the nuclear 

reactors back to their country safely.  

We are also happy to note that ROSATOM is establishing a Nuclear Industry Information 

Centre in Dhaka. It will create an opportunity for our people to be acquainted with the different 

aspects of Nuclear Power Plant. I hope, ROSATOM will be able to start the activities of the centre 

soon.  

We will have to develop local competency in all areas including nuclear reactor 

management. I thus urge the local nuclear engineers and related manpower to improve their 

management efficiency and update the knowledge. You will have to take the total responsibility of 

the Rooppur nuclear power plant one day. So, please develop your capacity to take the 

responsibility.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
I wish the success of this Conference and hope that its outcome would greatly facilitate the 

shaping of our nuclear power program in such a way that the people of Bangladesh will be 

beneficiary of the peaceful use of nuclear power technology. I believe this conference will be 

marked as an important initiative not only to ensure nuclear safety but also to pave the way for 

socio-economic development of our people by using nuclear power. It will accelerate our pace in 

achieving a self-reliant country and thus realizing the dream of the Father of the Nation to build 

Sonar Bangla, the Golden Bengal.  

With this hope, I hereby declare the Seminar open.  
Thank you all.  

Khoda Hafez.  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever. 


